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Static Control Solves Problems on Printing Press – Reduces Down-time and Saves Money

Background


In the printing industry, fast production and high net productivity are very important.  With down time costing up to and over $400/hour, a printer cannot afford to slow down or stop production.

Problem


A Heidelberg Speedmaster sheet-fed press, operating at speeds of over 10,000 iph, had to periodically shut down because of problems at both the feed and delivery end of the machine. 


At the feed pile, a strong static charge had developed on the sheets being fed into the press. This charge caused the sheets to stick together resulting in multiple sheet pick-up and sheet registration problems leading to periodic press jams.


At the delivery, a strong static charge was developing on the printed sheets causing poor sheet stacking. The static charge actually caused the sheets to “float” on the pile.

Production had to be interrupted and the press shut down periodically to fix the feed and delivery problems – frustrating the press operator and increasing costly down time.
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Solution


To fix the feed problem, a series of Simco’s R55 Ionizing Air Nozzles were mounted around the feed pile – fluffing the sheets with ionized air and removing the static charge that was causing the sheets to stick together. 

Next, the patented Blue Bar Static Elimination System was mounted at the delivery end of the machine.  Because of its high efficiency and high ionization output, the static in this application was effectively removed. 

The bar was easily mounted approximately four inches above the printed sheets as they passed through the press onto the stacked pile.

Results


The R55 Nozzles were assuring that only one sheet was fed at a time. The delivery and stacking function was made trouble free with the help of the Blue Bar’s static elimination effectiveness.  

Production speeds were increased and down time reduced.
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An Illinois Tool Works Company


2257 North Penn Road ( Hatfield, PA  19440 


Tele:  215-822-2171 ( Fax: 215-997-3453


Web:  simco-static.com
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